[Anesthesiologic procedure for elective aortic surgery].
Aortic aneurysms are frequent in the elderly who often suffer from relevant co-morbidities. In Germany it is estimated that approximately 250,000 patients suffer from an aortic aneurysm. Due to the high risk of cardiac or pulmonary complications operative management poses a challenge to the anesthesiologist. Especially hemodynamic management during aortic cross-clamping requires anesthesiologic know-how and an anticipatory use of vasodilators and catecholamines. Furthermore, the anesthesiologist has to protect renal function. In order to avoid paraplegia due to spinal ischemia cerebrospinal fluid drainage may be necessary in patients with aneurysms of the thoracic aorta. In recent years endovascular repair of aortic aneurysms has been established in addition to conventional open surgery. As a consequence in some patients aortic surgery can be performed under regional or local anesthesia. In special cases thoracic endovascular repair requires a medicinal induction of heart arrest or the reduction of aortic blood flow by overpacing.